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affection for his heavenly Father, whose win- 


: 
f | sents the cup of consolation to the bleeding heart, 
ning voice and solemn heart-engaging words 


em and whose heavenly voice calls upon us to be 
could lead the souls of his pedple to the throne | reconciled. Your lot-is hard—but would you 
of grace, and exhort them with power of elo-. make it harder by unreasonable grief ;—-= 
quence to be reconciled to God, has been per-| the event is past—it cannot be recalled; under 
mitted to hurry himself from the world, and in| the direction of infinite wisdom it shall work for 
the. moment of mental csrangement afflict a' good; we see not, we cannot see why these 
wound, which in calmer moments he would have | things are so—to us they are inveloped in mys- 
shuddered at, and deprecated as much as any tery ; but as sure as God is wise, as certain as 
man. ‘The evil that I would not, that do I, said; he is omnipotent, and as assuredly as he is good, 
St. Paul; and thus it is with us all in the mo-|this event will be directed in connexion with all 
ment of sober reason—we see the evil in all its! others for the production of the greatest good, 
consequences, we wonder that men can do so,we | and the happiness of all concerned. 
say with Peter; though I die with thee yet will} You are not as those who mourn without 
I not deny thee, but before the cock-crow we | hope—no blessed be God, you believe that your 
deny our master with bitter imprecations, and| heavenly Father is good to all, that his tender 
rush headlong, unbidden into eternity. Frail| mercies are over all his works—you know that 
mortals, pause, look around you, this is a season! you, Redeemer liveth, that he is seated on the 
for deep and solemn reflection. Wilt thou now | right band of the majesty on high—having risen 
throw aside the sacred principle of charity and|a triumphant conqueror, their to remain until 
heavenly love—wilt thou leave behind thee ce-| his enemies are made bis footstool—until he has 
lestial mercy—mount the throne of judgment} subdued all things unto himself, and reconciled 
and decide in this case. Pause frail mortal,|all things to God. Leaning then on the word 
here the world of truth, “ judge not that ye be| of promise, 1 would comfort you with a belie. 
not judged”—'Thou art, remember, but a man| in the certain fulfilment of all that is written by 
thyself, what has happened to others may hap-| Moses and the prophets, that Jesus shall see his 
pen to thee; bearthen the monitor of wisdom. | seed, prolong his days, and the pleasure of the 
Let him that standeth take heed lest he fall. Lord shall prosper in his hand—God is in Christ 
This calamitous event teaches us in terms the | reconciling the world unto himeelf not imputing 
most unequivocal, the weakness of men and the| their trespasses unto them—He worketb al 
uncertainty of all things here below—and calls| things afier the counsel of his own will. 
upon us no longer to pride ourselves on the; A duty involves upon you—behold your son 
strength of our constitution, the greatness of!—behold the daughter of your adoption. Your 
our talents, or the extensiveness of our powers.!son at an age that requires much care and at- 
The most strong is feeble, and the greatest in-| tention; a father’s influence is no more; as a 
tellectual powers, may unexpectedly be reduc-| future comfort to you, the present time is preg- 
ed below the smallest. Let us then profit by/ nant with events, that must happify or embitter 
the present; and in meekness and humility of; your future years; be comforted then, calm the 
heart wait upon our God in prayer, and suppli-| powers of your mind, that you may wateh over 
cate the continuance of the blessings we enjoy.| him witha father’s care and a mother’s love ;— 
And as an evidence of our gratitude let us cul-! cultivate in his mind the social virtues——teach 
tivate a spirit of charity and brotherly kindness; him to love and reverence his great Creator, 
becoming such frail mortals as we are, liable | his Father in heaven, and he will honour and o- 
each day to misfortunes, and to affliction each bey youonearth; seek the house of prayer and 
| passing hour. ‘devotion, let him accompany you and you will 
ward us, that he hath upheld and preserved us The necessary addresses claim attention; and|soon find your reward. In the day of darkness 
thus far, and kept us as in the hand of his support first, to the Widow. and sorrow, draw near in heart and mind to that 
ing mercy,and let us shew forth our thankfulness; With a heart feeling all sympathies of human | Aimighty Being who will never leave nor for- 
by sympathising with the afflicted in their great | nature, | address you at this time, words are in-| sake you-and in the hoar of tribulation, obey 
affliction, and doing all the good in our power. | adequate to express how much I lament your | the voice of your Saviour, who saith come unto 
We have had before us an evidence that man unhappy situation; deprived as you, are of a| me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
is fearfully and wonderfully made ; how soon) kind and affectionate husband, and that too inso { will give you rest; take wy yoke upon you 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
AAA 


FUNERAL SERMON, 


* J will praise thee, for 1am fearfully und won- 
derfuily made.”—Psalm cxxxix. 14. 


CONCLUDED 


Or what then my dear auditors have we to 
boast, what can we call our own, what have we 
that we have not received; we are fearfully 
and wonderfully made. Do we this day enjoy 
health—it may be for a moment—something 
unseen, unknown may even now be commencing 
the work of destruction, though fine and remote 
the thread, yet its full action is necessary, more 
prominent parts will next feel, and death be 
the consequence; what cause then we have 
for humility of heart. How much it becomes us 
to keep in view the frailty of our nature, the 
uncertainty of life and all its attendant blessings 
—the certainty of death; and realize if possible 
our dependence on that divine power, who for- 
med the building, arranged the machinery, and 
who alone can keep it in motion. 

Do we possess all the powers of our mind un- 
impaired—can we with pleasure and delight be- 
hold the works of nature and of art—can we 
trace the page of history and learn the customs 
vad manners of ancient time—can we read the 
holy bible and from the rich treasures of divine 
erace, draw sweet consolation in the blessed 
hope of life and immortality beyond the grave. 
And shall we boast because this is our present 
happy situation. Boast of what frail mortal—is 
it with thee to keep these powers unimpaired— 
are they at thy command, can man keep on its 
just balance—is he his own keeper—car he pre- 
serve those powers in fullaction ? Alas no— 
too many instances rise up to shew that man is 
fearfully and wonderfully made—and he alone 
who made man can control the varied powers 
of body or mind, and preserve them in health. 
Then let us praise God for all his goodness to- 














the powers of the mind may lose their elastici-. 
ty, and falling from their proper orbit, sink into! 


darkness and madness. Nor is this a solitary 
instance; they are numerous on the page of re- 
cord—Men in high life as well as iow—men in 
exalted and comfortable circumstances, as well 
as the son of misfortune and trouble, of difficulty 
and distress have done this deed—it has not 
been confined to any particular class of men, nor 
to anv sect or religions profession ;—All are a- 
like subject to frailties, to miseries and to trou- 
bie; he that standeth may fall, however exalt- 
ed his situation, however extensive his talents, 
however pious his heart, oft has it been the case, 
that he on whose face beamed the mild radiance 





unexpected a manner. Your toss can be alone 
felt by yourself in all its power; you know best 
of what you have been deprived ; with us im- 


agination forms some faint idea, but enongh to! 


touch our hearts, and bring us sincerely to 
mourn with you,and to endeavour to console you 
on this mgost solemn and melancholy occasion. 
To sane to give you comfort, with any 
thing short of that which ts from above, would 
not only be a vain attempt, but contrary to my 
duty as a minister of Christ. Lam directed to 
comfort those who are in any trouble, with the 
same comfort wherewith | myself am comforted 
of God. ‘This comfort | derive from the know- 
ledge of the truth as tt is in Jesus; from an ac 


of heaven, when he approached the altar of; quaintance with God the Father of mercies, the 


(g0d.—whose heart glowed with the most fervent 


God of ail comfort, whose ever ready hand pre- 


‘ing of heart. 


and iearn of me, for lau meek and lowly of 
heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls; for 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

“May the Lord bless you and keep you—grant- 
ing you strength according to the day of trial— 
comfort you with all the consolation of the gos- 
pel, and at last receive you to himseif in realms 
of glory. 


Brethren of the First Universal Society— 

One who was numbered among you, 18 gone 
from hence; your hearts sympathize with the 
widow and fatherless in their affliction, ‘The 
event calls for firmness of mind, as well as feel- 
You are sensible, my brethren, 
that since your first formation as a Society, your 


| sentiments have been ridiculed, your reasons 
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for associating together misrepresented—and 
even your characters in some measare slander- 
ed; and this too by men professing religion— 
that religion which breathes naught but peace 
on earth and good will toward man—that relig- 
fon of the meek and lowly Jesus, which teaches 
us to love and serve one another. But wy bre- 
thren, [ witl apply for your comfort the language 


ef St. Peter: “ Who is he that will burm you if 


ye be followers of what is good; But and if ye 
suffer for righteousness sake. happy are ye ; and 
be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; 
bat sanctify the Lord in your hearts, and be rea 
dy always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear; having a good con- 
science; that whereas they speak evil of you 
as of evil doers, they may be ashamed that false- 
ly accuse your good conversation in Christ. For 
it is better, if the will of God be go, that ye suf- 
fer for well-doing than for evil-doing.” 

in this my brethren, we have the example of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who suffer- 
ed by the hand of bigotry and superstition, who 
was reviled by proud self-righteous men—but 
he reviled not again—he was cursed, but he 
blessed—men hated, but he loved—and what 
he said to his disciples will apply to you; if 
they have called the master of the house Bel- 
zebub, much more will they call those of his 
household. All his blessed beneficent works of 
charity and goodness were charged by the blind- 
ed pharisee to the agency of the devil; and it 
is vain for us to expect to escape that reproach 
to which our heavenly Master was subject. Let 
us however rejoice that if God be for us, who 
can effectually be against us to do harm. He 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all; how shall he not with him freely 
give us all things—who is he that condemneth ; 
it is Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen a- 
gain, who is even at the right hand of God; who 
also maketh intercession for us. Who shall sep- 
arate us from the love of Christ? nothing. Be 
persuaded then, as was St. Paul, that neither 
death nor life, nor angels, principalities nor pow- 
ers, nor things present, nor things to come ; nor 
height nor depth, nor any other creature shall 
ever be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Brethren you are sensible that every measure 
has been adopted by the enemies of God’s uni- 
versal grace to stay the progress of the truth— 
almost every thing has been said that could be 
said; our every movement has been watched— 
and every opportunity is held up to prejudice 
the mind, to alarm the fears, and fill the soul 
with dismal apprelensions as to the effects of 
the sentiment on the minds of men—eflects and 
eonsequences are charged to your faith, which 
belong equally alike to believers in every sys- 
tem of religion on earth, and men of no relig- 
jon. Let me then my dear brethren, exhort 
you to bear patiently the wrong done to the 
cause of truth; imitate your Redeemer who, 
when reviled, reviled not again; and though 
you have the ready answer to rebut the charge, 
fet your lips be sealed in silence—let your op- 
posers see that love and tender feelings dweil 
m your hearte—that you would not wound the 
feelings of an enemy even to gain the victory. 
Be humble my beloved brethren, shew forth a 
good profession by the gentleness of your lan- 
guage—let your conversation be as becometh 
the gospel of Christ, which is love, and you will 
best put to silence the en Oe ; and your So- 
ciety will flourish as the palm-tree, spreading 
its extending branches over the heads of all. 

Brethren, remember we are fearfully and 
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and ther to threaten them with everlasting punishment 
for not loving what ts not lovely. If God be the Father 
of the spirits of all flesh, why do you rob him of the 
endearing qualities which belong to this character ? 


A PARENT, 


wonderfully made. Live then as you ought, 
redeeming the time—life is uncertain—death is 
before us all—as pilgrims and travellers, let us 
endeavour to have our loins girt about with truth 
—the lamp of our minds trimmed and burning 
by the influence of divine knowledge, and with 
the staff of hope in our hands, be prepared to 
meet the dark valley of the shadow of death in 
peace.—AMEN. 
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nw 
TO THE REV. CLERGY, 

WHO HOLD FORTH TO THE PEOPLE THAT THF FATHER 
OF OUR SPIRITS DESIGNS THE ENDLESS TORMENT 
OF A LARGE PORTION OF THE HUMAN FAMILY. 
No. Il. 

Rev. Srrs,—In respect to the great subject of this 
address, the particular which will be noticed in this 
number, regards the tendency of your doctrine in the 
human mind in respect to the views which it presents 


of the character of the divine Being. Yow unhesitat- 





ingly hold forth tothe people, that it is the fixed deter- 
mination of our all-wise Creator, to punish a great part 
of the human race forever in the future world, to a de- 
gree of misery altogether unknown to mankind on 
earth. You must be sensible, Rev. Sirs, that this 
doctrine cannot be believed by any reasonable being, 
without affecting the views which this; believer has of 
God. Now the question which you are solicited to 
consider is this; can sucha belief assist the mind to 
such views of God as are calculated to lead men to Jove 
him with all their strength? Can you, yourselves, 
come forward and state to your respective congrega- 
tions, that the views which you entertain of the divine 
Being, in consequence of his having determined to tor- 
ment thousands of millions of your fellow creatures in 
the future world, and to all eternity, fill your souls with 
entire love to his character? Can you, in sincerity, say, 
we could not wish to have it otherwise, we could not 
desire any thing better? Do you think that what you 
say you see so clearly, is the subject spoken of in the 
scriptures, on this wise; ‘* Blessed are your eyes, for 
they see; and blessed are your ears, for they hear— 
Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound”? ? Most 
surely your candor will not allow you to say all this. 
You well know that you have already exhausted all 
your abilities and learning to find out some way, some 
possible way, to justify the supreme ruler of the uni- 
verse, in what seems to appear so totally repugnant to 
all goodness, justice, and mercy, as your doctrine of 
endless misery ; and yet the subject loses credence ev- 
ery day in the minds of candid people. Now if the 
natural tendency of this doctrine lead people to love 
God with all the heart, then there would be no neces- 
sity of endeavouring to palliate the divine conduct; 
the plainer and more visible you represent this doctrine 
of endless wrath, the more the soul would thereby be 
drawn out in love to God! It is evident then to all, 
that even yourselves do know that this doctrine natur- 
ally leads the mind of the believer in it, from Gog, re- 
pels, and drives the heart’s affections from him, and 
creates a desire, a longing wish in the secrecy of the 
soul, that God was not unmerciful. 

If this, Rev. Sirs, be a plain, undeniable fact, then is 
it not rational, is it not a duty for you to call your minds 
to consider whether you do absolutely know that this 
doctrine is true? If it tends, as it certainly does, to 
form a forbidding character in God ; have you any right 
to hold it up, and inculcate a belief in it unless you 
know for certainty that it isa fact? It is fervently 








; hoped, that you will endeavour to examine the author- 
‘ity ky which you promulgate what, to say the Jeast, re- 
' presents the divine Being in an exceptionable charac- 
‘ter. You are requested to inquire if you have any 
‘right to alienate the hearts of men from God, by repre- 
| senting hig in the character of an implacable enemy, 
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annw 
TO MR. T. 
firn,—Your remarks on the subject of pmpurep 


|RIGHTEOLPSNESS, which were published in the last 


Magazine, though they seem plausibie, and appear to 
speuk to common sense In a way to be thereby approv- 
ed, necessarily call to recollection some ve ry impertant 
passeges of scripture. See Psalm xxxii. 1, 2; * Bless. 
ed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord im- 
puteth not miguity, and in whose spirit there is ne 
guile”? Rom. iv. 6; ** Even as David describeth the 
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth right- 
eousness without works.”? 2Cor. v.19; * To wit, 
that God was in Christ Jesus, reconciling the world un- 
to himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” 
These passages are generally understood to indicate, 
to say the least, some privilege attached to righteous- 
ness, which God is pleased to impute, or graciously 
grant to one who is a sinner; and the dispensing with 
some punishment which is due to those who are guilty 
of trespasses. Should the importance of this subject in- 
duce you to offer something on those passages which 
speak of imputation, in a way to make their meaning 
clear, and consistent with the observations which you 
have offered on this subject, you will thereby oblige 
BERCAN. 
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MORALITY. 

As it is contended that the cause of morality requires 
that the penalty of eternal or endless punishment should 
be held up and believed, it seems reasonable that we 
should examine, with caution, the necessary aid which 
this belief is capable of rendering to the morals of those 
who believe it. . 

In the first place it seems proper to ask, if there be 
no other reasonable inducements to virtue in this life, 
than the fear of endless misery in the future world? On 
the one hand, is there nothing to hope for as the re- 
ward of virtue short of the eternal world? And on the 
other, is there no evil consequences attendant on vice 
this side the future state? We hardly believe that any 
rational person will deny the affirmative of these ques- 
tions ; that is, we think all will allow that virtue has 
some reward in this life, and that vice has some 
recompense. For instance, industry is very just- 
ly reckoned among the virtues, it belongs to morality ; 
and it is generally the case that this virtue is accompa- 
nied with many others, and is detrimental to none, 
while it usually prevents many vices. But what is the 
natural reward of industry? We ask for its natural re- 
ward, because it is believed that the virtues, like every 
‘hing in nature, have some natural tendency, in the 
character of causes producing effects. It may likewise 
be observed that this virtue is very seldom mentioned 
as meriting any recompense ina future world ; indeed 
we do not recollect that our divines have ever given it 
any promise at all hereafter. If you inform the parson 
who attends the funeral of one who bas been remarka- 
bly industrious, that the deceased has been a very in- 
dustrious citizen, and thereby supported a large family, 
and given them a good education, and brought them up 
in habits of industry, it is ten to one if he will appear to 
hear what you say. He will ask if he belonged to any 
church, made a profession of religion, prayed in his 
family, &c. If these things have been done the man’s 
future state is considered hopefal, but if not, his having 
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becn an industrious citizen is not to be reckoned to his 
advantage in the future state. But industry has a re- 
compense in this world—‘* The hand of the diligent 
maketh rich ;—The band of the diligent shall hear rule; 
-—-The substance of a diligent man is precious ;—The 
soul of the diligent shall be made fat ;—The thoughts 
of the diligent tend only to plenty ;—Seest thou a man 
diligent in his business, he shall stand before kings; he 
shall not stand before mean men.”” These inducements 
to industry or diligence are mentioned by Solomon, 
who was famous for wisdom, which he received from 
God. And it may be proper to add here, that Solomon 
never intimated that diligence in this world would make 
a manrich in a future state. Nor does he intimate that 
the want of industry or diligence in this life would sub- 
ject a man to any poverty or other inconvenience in 
the future world. He says; ** He becometh poor that 


dealeth witha slack hand ;—T he slothful shall be under 


tribute ;—The soul of the sluggard desireth and bath 
nothing.’? Such are the terrors which this wise teacher 
used to dissuade his subjects from idleness and an inac- 
tive life, and such are the rewards which he promised 
to the diligent. 


There seems something very noticeable in the subject 
It is this; Why should a 


bow under consideration. 
moral virtue, so entirely indispensable as that of indus- 
try be induced by hopes and fears altogether confined 
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truth of this doctrine ; for we are now endeavouring to 
make profitable use of a falsehood! Ah, it now occurs, 
that we read that * all liars shall have their part in the 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone.” 


TO BE CONTINUED, 





DAMNABLE HERESIES. 

A request having been inserted on our 141st page to 
explain what we think St. Peter meant by “ damna- 
ble heresies,” the following is here presented to our 
readers on that subject, p 


The words of St. Peter are so very explicit, on this 
subject, as to preclude the necessity of saying much ; it 
would seem that the bare recital of his words would be 
amply sufficient to show, that universal salvation, which 
our opposers do not hesitate to call a damnable heresy, 
cannot come witbin the meaning of the Apostle. See 
2 Peter ii. 1,2; ** But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable here- 
sies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And ma- 
ny shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of 
whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.” It is 
evident that the apostle pointed out the utmost extent 
of the heresies of which he spake, and also the tenden- 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 

They who wait for the consolations of our spiritual 

Israel, will rejoice in the following intelligence from a 

distance. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Stephen R. Smith, 
of New Hartford, (N. Y.) to the Editor of the Chris- 
tian Messenger ; dated February 22, 1820. 

DEAR Sir,—! noticed with pleasure in the last Mes- 
senger, an extract from the ** Universalist Magazine,” 
giving a statement of the increase of believersin the 
‘*common salvation” in Boston and its vicinity, accom- 
panied by a statement of the increased attention in 
Philadelphia. I have ever thought, that communications 
of this kind would be productive of edification and en- 
couragement to the ‘* believers scattered abroad.”? And 
as every thing relating to the spread of divine truth 
must be interesting to you, especially in this country, 
a statement of the rise and progress of the ** Universal- 
ist Society in Henderson, New-York,” will I trust, be 
acceptable. In February, 1819, a few individuals, 
(seven I believe,) feeling desiroas of uniting into society 
relationship, agreed to communicate their views confi- 
dentially, to such as they conceived were friendly to 
their undertaking, and appointing a day on which they 
would meet for further consultation; a number more 
coming forward, they proceeded to give public notice 
of their intention to form into a religous society. This 





to things of this life, if other virtues, which are certain- 
ly not more necessary, are made to depend on the hopes 
of eternal rewards in a future world, and on fears of 
endless punishment? Even our most rigid divines, who 
affect to believe that the doctrine of universal salvation 
tends to the destruction of all morality, never repre- 
sent that people are in danger of endless punishment 
because they are indolent; but if they do not under- 
stand the doctrine of particular election and reproba- 
tion to a hairbreadth as taught by Calvin, there are no 


measure excited the greatest interest—the different re- 
ligious orders were alarmed—the scriptures were read, 
examined, and the whole community was roused to 
reflection and investigation. The result was precisely 
what you would expect. Many were brought to a know- 
ledge of the truth. The meeting was attended, and 
about thirty persons signed their compact; and such 
was the wonderful effect of the spirit of enquiry, that 
in about four weeks, the society consisted of seventy 
members; nearly the same number of females, in the 


cy they would have in the minds of those who should 
imbibe them. ‘* Even denying the Lord that bought 
them.” It certainly cannot be difficult for any one to 
determine which doctrine denies the Lord that bought 
us, that which acknowledges that the Lord of life and 
glory has given himself a ransom for al] men, and that 
we are not our own, but that we are all bought with a 
price, or that which contends that such a purchase has 
not been made, but that mankind in room of belonging 





hopes ef them! 


We have a little more to say on this subject of indus- 
try. Asit is contended by our divines, that even al- 


Jowing that universal salvation is a truth, and that none 
of the human family will be eternally punished, yet it 


is more safe for the morals of the people to hold up the 
idea and belief of endless punishment as a terror against 
vice ; why do they not threaten the indolent with this 
terror? 
everlasting condemnation on people who neglect to be 
industrious? Will it be said, because we are not told, 
in the scriptures, that men will be endlessly punished 
because they are not industrious? But this is nothing 
to the question. We are now on the supposition, that 
the fear of eternal misery will tend to make people in- 
dustrious, and though there be no such thing as this 
endless punishment, yet if we can make people believe 
it, and thereby induce the indolent to become indus- 
trious, the desired utility of this terror is obtained. 
this false fear can be beneficial to other virtues, why 
not to this? If it will drive people to join churches, 
attend conference meetings, make long prayers, be ve- 
ry strict in keeping the sabbath according to custom, 
why will it not make them industrious? If this false 
fear can work such a miracle as to drive people to be- 
lieve in the absurd notion of partial election to ever- 
jJasting life, and reprobation to endless misery, why 
may it not be used to promote industry, and to drive 
our drones from their idle haunts? If this terror could 
have this effect, we could almost wish it might com- 
mence its operations on some who preach it to others, 
and who spend all their time going from place to place, 
from house te house, threatening people with eternal 
misery for not believing Calvin’s creed, while they 
themselves eat the bread of idleness. 

Another question still; as Solomon, king of Israel, 
was deeply interested in the industry of his subjects, 
why did he not light on this method of instruction ?— 
Why did he not threaten them with everlasting torment 
hereafter if they were indolent? It is nothing to the 
purpose to say, that Solomon did not believe m the 
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Why do we not hear the eloquent thunders of 


If 


to Jesus Christ the son of the highest, belongs to the 
kingdom of satan. The passage recited from Peter, in- 
dicates that the Lord had actually bought those, who 
should deny him. ** Even denying the Lord that bought 
them ;” that is those who privily should bring in dam- 
nable heresies. If such are the purchase of Christ, will 
such be everlastingly lost? Will Christ the Lord final- 
ly lose that which he has bought? 

Nothing can be more evident than that this text is 
favourable to the doctrine of universal salvation, by a 
Redeemer. It is furthermore stated in the passage re- 
cited, that those who should adhere to those heresies 
would speak evil of the way of truth. Cana due con- 
sideration of this statement, taken in its connexion, fail 
of reminding us of the evil speeches which those make 
against God’s universal, impartial salvation, who deny 
that all men are bought by the Lord? And is it not 
very remarkable, that those deceivers should so deceive 
themselves, as to take the very words, which were de- 
signed to point them out, and do point them out so dis- 
tinctly that we cannot mistake them, to disprove this 
way of truth against which they utter so many evil 
speeches ? 

But let the lovers of the Saviour be admonished, that 
as he has purchased even those who bring in damnable 
heresies, and who deny him, and speak evil of his way, 
that they follow his example of love and grace, and love 
these enemies of our Lord, and pray for them, that they 
may be converted from the error of their ways, and 
from the evil of their doings, to the acknowledgement 
of the truth. 








* COME OVER AND HELP US.” 

We have received a request from Kingston, Roane 
county, East ‘l'ennessee, for some one, who labours in 
the ministry of God’s universal grace through Jesus 
Christ the Saviour of the world, to come into that coun- 
try. This request is from Mr. Gideon Morgan, senior, 
of that place. 





meantime, also acknowledged and rejoiced in the sal- 
vation of God. Itis highly worthy or remark, that dur- 
ing these measures, they were entirely destitute of pub- 
lic preaching—neither had any of the order preached in 
the town, for when they commenced a correspondence 
with me in May,the brother who wrote says, ‘‘We have 
never yet hada gospel sermon preached among us,” 
meaning a sermon, by a believer in the restitution of all 
thigs. Several brethren have since visited them—a 
pleasure which was granted me the first of January last. 
Their numbers were daily increasing, and their union 
and stedfastness such as furnished not only ‘* comfort,’” 
but ** good hope,”’ that through ‘ grace,” they would 
in the ** bonds of peace,” ** press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 


—_—_— 





To Correspondents, 

We regret that the length of the communicatior over’ 
the signature of ** Murnray,”? compels us to postpone 
it unti] next week. 

We are happy to acknowledge the receipt of com-- 
munications from our correspondents ** HERMES” and: 
“ T,? They came too late for this day’s Magaziie— 
they shall appear next week. 


x= 


MARRIED, 

In: this town, by the Rev. Mr. Ware, Mr. Stephen: 
Arms, mer. to Miss Rebecca W. Bradley. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. George Ayres to Miss- 
Lydia Hull. 

By the Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr. Edward Jones to. Miss 
Sabina Keith. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Henry Pemberton t® 
Miss Mary Learned.—Mr. George Kingsbury to Mise 
Eliza M’Elroy. 


—_—-—- 
———— 





————_ 


—— 
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DIED, 

In this town, Horace Holley, son of Peter Coffin, Esq. 
—Miss Elizabeth Little, 20.--Mr. Jobn Kaho.—Mre. 
Mary Francis, 55.——Mrs. Hannah Minot, 59.—Mr. 
Thomas Wightman. js. 32.—Mr. Henry Thorp, 54.— 
Capt. Joseph Johnson, jr. 24.-——Mrs. Sally, wife of Jeo 
cob Stearns, Esq. 36.—Mr. Benjamin Corey, 52.. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


arn 


A SABBATIVS ENTERTAINMENT. 


HARK, hark, the bells ring, ‘tis the sabbath of rest ; 
The lovers of Jesus to day shall be blest ; 

And Zion’s bright glory shall make a display, 

For we'll be united, dear christians, to day. 


Come away to the house where anthems are sung, 
Where praises of Jesus employ ev’ry tongue ; 
The word of salvation shall make a display, 

And we'll be united, dear christians, to day. 


Come fathers, and mothers, come daughters and sons, 
To meet us the light of salvation now comes ; 
Bright crowns of the Saviour shall make a display, 
And we'll be united, dear christians, to day. 


No dread shall afflict us, nor sorrow come near; 

From doobts and from darkness our souls shall be clear, 
For pardoning mercy shall make a display, 

And we'll be united, dear christians, to day. 


All the foes of the cross no obtrusion shall make, 
By praying and singing their force we will break, 
For faith in the Saviour shall make a display, 
And we'll be united, dear christians, to day. 


Call, call on the Lord, for his mercy is free, 
In saving of sinners his justice we see, 
EXTENSIVE SALVATION shall make a display, 
And we'll be united, dear christians, to day. 


The name of the Saviour all hearts shall combine, 
*Tis sweeter than honey, *tis better than wine, 
Each heart of devotion his love shall display, 
And we’ll be united, dear christians, to day. 


As dews that descend in the silence of night, 

On daisies and roses with gentleness light, 

®o0 reproofs of the word a favour display, 

And we'll be united, dear christians, to day. B. 





SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


own 


THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
G@ THOU, enthron’d in worlds above, 
Our Father, and our Friend, 
Lo, at the Footstool of thy love 
Thy ehildren humbly bend. 


in 


All rev’rence to thy name be giv’n, 
Thy kingdom wide display’d ; 
And, as thy will is done in heav’n, 

Be it on earth obey’d. 


Our table may thy bounty spread, 
From thine exhaustless store, 
From day to day with daily bread, 

Nor would we ask for more. 


That pardon, we to others give, 
Do thou to us extend ; 

From all temptation, O, relieve, 
From ev’ry ill defend. 


And now to thee belong, Most High, 
The kingdom, glory, power, 

Through the broad earth and spacious sky, 
Till they shall be no more. 


MORNING HYMN. 


ALMIGHTY GOD! by thy great power, 
I hail again the morning hour ; 

How fair the green fields meet my eyes, 
Hlow sweet the birds sing in the skies, 
How fresh appear the hills and trees, 

And oh! how pure the morning breeze! 

I bless thy love in all I see, 


jen or disappointed ; therefore to believe that any soul 





For were not these thinge made for me? 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


And was it not to meet my sight 

Was hung aloft that globe of light? 

Nor mine alone—for thou hast given 
Thy good to all beneath the heaven ; 
And lL rejoice that others sbare 

The gift, the blessing, and the prayer.— 
Then tho’ a littie child I be, 

Yet may I bend myself to thee, 

And join my infant voice to raise 

A simple hymn of grateful praise. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
nw 
THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 

PERHAPS no subject of a religious nature has been 
the cause of more controversy, than that which has a- 
rose relative to the death of Jesus Christ; which is 
whether He died for the whole human race, or only for 
a selected few from thatrace. The contending parties 
which have attracted the greatest degree of attention, 
are divided into two grand parties; one following the 
doctrines of Calvin, and the other the doctrines of Ar- 
menius. The first contending that Christ only died for 
the few, while the latter is equally zealous to maintain 
that he gave himself a ransom for all; yet both holding 
to endless misery. Now is it astonishing that the two 
above named parties are continually at variance, sel- 
dom agreeing on any article of faith, save one, which is, 
that God will eventually and irrecoverably fix the grea- 
ter proportion of mankind in misery inexpressible, and 
endless in its duration; this they cordially agree in.— 
Now suppose the writer of this communication should 
endeavour to agree with both of the above named par- 
ties, and at the same time hold to endless misery ; asa 
Calvinist, he helieves that Christ only died for a part 
of the human family; but here the Armenian will bring 
a very just charge against him. What, do you cast an 
odium upon both the goodness and justice of God, by 
limiting his goodness to a few, and unjustly condemning 
the greater proportion of mankind to punishment, with- 
out giving them any possible chance of escaping from 
the same? Here the writer must stop, if he has any 
regard for the goodness or justice of God, and join in 
with the sentiments of the Armenian, and believe that 
God was too good to send his Son to die only for a part, 
and too just to condemn any man to endless punish- 
ment without giving him an opportunity of escaping 
from the same ; but here the Calvinist will bring a rea- 
sonable objection ; he will say, these sentiments are in 
opposition to the wisdom of God, for he being infinite 
in wisdom must of necessity be unchangeable in his pur- 
pose, and the end of all things must be according to the 
dictate of infinite wisdem, and agreeable to his own 
will, fer it is impossible that he should be either mistak- 


perishes to endless duration for whom Christ died, is in 
fact leveling the wisdom of God below that of his crea- 
tures; for no wise man wil] act without a purpose, and 
that purpose must be accomplished if he has the power 
to put the same in execution. And who has the te- 
werity to say that God has not the power to accomplish 
all his purposes ; and after they are executed who will 
dare to say they were not unalterably &xt in his own 
mind even before be brought bis creatures into existence 
—therefore they who suffer his wrath in the world to 
come were ordained for the self-same end; hence it 
appears that no believer in endless misery, wherein they 
both agree, can advance one step in receiving rational 
sentiments without being put back by one or the other 
parties; and certezinly they would have no reason to 
complain, for they both use reasonable arguments in 
accomplishing the same. Now the exhortation of the 
apostle comes with force ; ** try all things, hold fast that 
which is good.” Is endless misery good? Some have 
allowed it to be good in order to keep up the increase 
of the happiness of the blest in heaven; but the writer 
not being desirous to go far from home to seek tor the 
utility of this sentiment, he will mention a few iustan-{ 





‘es of its use within the limits of thi’ world, it is good 
» destroy every good feeling of the human heart to- 
sard God and man—it is good to prevent man from 
'necing confidence in his Creator—it is good to make 
‘issertions among men—it is a sentiment the best cal- 
nlated to blaspheme the name of God, it must be cb- 
vious to all, that the apostle never intended to be un- 
ferstood in such a way; and if not, then we may easi- 
'y see the propriety of following his admonition in hold- 
ing fast to that which is really good—good in principle 
and in practice. But what is really good? It is good 
for brethren to dwell together in unity—it is good for 
man to put his trust in God his Saviour—and it is good 
for every man to put implicit confidence in God for fy- 
ture happiness in the life to come, but none of those 
good things, with many more that might be named, can 
be obtained in any great degree until, the heart-wither- 
ing doctrine of endless torment, is eradicated from the 
mind; and when that is done, the understanding mind 
and the believing heart, can say, with his brother Ar- 
menian, surely God is good, even while we were yet 
sinners, he sent his Son inte the world not to condemn 
the world, but that the world through him might be 
saved ;—and also with bis brother Calvinist he can a- 
gree, that God is infinite in wisdom, and unchangeable 
in his purpose, that he will even do all his pleasure, and 
that his pleasure is in harmony with the sayings of his 
Son the Saviour of the world. Now, as it must be plain 
to every believer in the universal goodness of God, that 
this self-same unmerciful doctrine of endless torment is 
opposed to the attributes of God, to the happiness of 
man, and to moral rectitude, what weight of obligation 
rest upon every such one, to oppose the horrible senti- 
ment. Let us with all humility and sincerity of heart 
earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the 
saints, even the common salvation, which is unto all 
and upon all them that believe. Let us remember that 
the author and finisher of our faith, has set us a glorious 
example, worthy of our imitation, he who stripped the 
proud pharisee of all bis assumed excellence, and gave 
him to understand that God had respect unto all, even 
unto publican and sinners; that while the supposed 
religious in the days of his flesh, were filled with wroth 
and madness communing one with the other what they 
might do to him and his cause, he was going about do- 
ing good: blessing and not cursing; healing the sicis, 
and restoring the maimed. Having therefore these ex- 
amples before us of the loving kindness of God towards 
man, let us bless and curse not ; pour into the discon- 
solate heart, the oil and the wine of the gospel of God 
our Saviour, disregarding the frowns, the wrath and the 
indignation of the proud pharisees of the age , yea, even 
their communing one with the other to do us harm; 
for he that is for us is greater than all those that are 
against us,—having therefore discharged our duty as 
in the sight of God, let us rest therewith satisfied, in 
as much as we know that our labour is not in yain in 
the Lord; and with the delightful singer of Israel may 
we ever rejoice to exhort; **O clap your hands all 
ye people, shout unto God with the voice of triumph, 
for the Lord Most High is terrible, he is king over all 
the earth, sing ye praises with understanding.” 
CONFRONT. 





FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House, in this town, on the evening of 
last Sabbath, March 12, 1820—by the Rev. H. Ballou 
pastor. —Text, Ephesians, v. 25, 26, 27, ** Husbands 
love your wives,even as Christ also loved the church, &e. 

An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a short his- 
tory of the Author’s Life.—By SaLtaon Durron, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 





PRINTING OF ALL KINDS, 
EXECUTED AT ThiI5 OFFICE, IN A NEAT AND 
ELEGANT STILE. 
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